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Abstract

This study addresses calendars in the Arabian Peninsula in the
period extending from the tenth  century B.C. up to the sixth century
A.D. The study deals with types of calendars including the stellar, the
solar and the lunar. It also includes major expressions and inscriptions
related to calendars such as: the day with its two parts : morning and
night , and the month which is known as (warkh) and the year which is
known as (Kharf) . Some problems related to calendars in the Arabian
Peninsula are presented such as: the lack of a fixed calendar used by
Arabs , as it became clear that they used different methods to date events.
Different names of calendars appeared , e.g. the Himiari calendar in the
South and the (Saluki) calendar in the north . One of the problems the
study dealt with is the disagreement over the succession of kings caused
by the lack of a fixed calendar. Also the study included demonstration of
some events and famous days which the Arabs used in setting dates in the
Arabian Peninsula, as it was their custom to name dates according to
current events and neglect the preceding ones. Finally, the study
addressed the relation between aspects of civilization and time. This
relationship appeared in economic fields such as agriculture, farming, and
commerce; religious fields such as worshipping, pilgrimage, festivals,
and meals; as well as other time-related events. Historical inscriptions
are used to illustrate these relationships.The study has come to the
following findings:

The sun, the moon and stars were the first means relied on by the Arabs
to calculate time.The presence of different dating methods shows that the
Arabs had recognized the value of recording events and recognized the

importance of setting dates. Some inscriptions showed that the Arabs had



observed dates such as religious, agricultural, and festival seasons which
showed that they had realized the value of time .

Finally, the study recommends the undertaking of a comprehensive study
of inscriptions for the purpose of extracting what had been dated from

them, and collecting these inscriptions in one volume.



Summary

Calendar, in this study, refers to calculatig time and dividing it into
units, such as years, months, weeks and days depending on the sun , the
moon, the stars and other natural phenomena. The sky, the sun, the moon,
the stars, and other natural phenomena might have directed the attention
of ancient peoples as they related these phenomena to what was going on
in their lives to regulate times. By means of the stars, it was possible to
fix times of debts. For example, ancient people used to say" if the star X
appeared you have to satisfy your debt." By the help of stars, best times
of agriculture, commerce and religious seasons were known. Therefore,
stars can be used to know the times and dates.

The well known cycle of the moon, where the moon passes through

three phases; New Moon, Crescent (halfmoon) Full moon and Waning
Crescent (Mihaq) is the best natural phenomena to divide time. It
inspired some nations to utilize the lunar calendar in regulating time.
The moon cycle enabled contractors to make contracts to satisfy their
debts and credits and facilitate their sales and purchase matters. It also
helped to fix dates and times of travels as mentioned in the Holly
Quraan " They ask you (0 Mohammad) of new moons, say : They are
fixed seasons for people and for the pilgrimage" (Al-Bagarah) . As
agriculture spreads allover the fertile lands in the Arabian peninsula,
the sun cycle would be very important for controlling the agricultural
season and determining the times of agricultural production and
harvest times . It was clear that fixed seasons were components of the
solar year in which the cycle of the seasons took place . The Himiari
names of the months were examples for what was mentioned, as they

put them on the basis of the solar year to suit their agricultural s~asons.
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Using the sun, the moon and the stars in determining times, we could not
be absolutely certain of using a certain calendar in the Arabian Peninsula
where a conflict appeared between researchers about the calendar used by
the Arabs before Islam, whether it was lunar or solar calendar at the same
time . It was clear that depending on the two calendars was possible
which resulted in using multiple calendars . Inscriptions, which are
considered as major sources of the history of the Arabs in the Arabian
Peninsula, contained words and meanings illustrating the concept of
calendar which deals with the calculation of time and its divisions into
time units such as years, months, weeks, days and seasons . The term
"year" was mentioned in the inscriptions with different formula (sinen) or
(sonan) and also was mentioned as (sonat).

It was also known in the Southern part of the Arabian Peninsula as

(kharf) and( hrf) . The term "month" appeared in the inscriptions with

different names in different areas in the Arabian Peninsula. Some

Arabian Kingdoms had months of their own, For example, Ma'an had

their special months , also Qataban, Saba and other kingdoms had their

own months. Some historians mentioned that these months had been

unified at the beginning of the fifth AD century into today's well-known

system of months (Maharram - Safar etc .... ) .

Inscriptions showed that the days of the week (Alsabt (Saturday),
Al- Ahad (Sunday) Al-ithnain (Monday) .. etc .. were not used. They
were referred to as "the flrst day of the year X" or "the seventh day of
month X ". The term "day" was referred to in the inscriptions as "the day
of harvest". The divisions of the day "night" and "morning™ appeared as
(Lail and Sobh). Seasons were mentioned under different names from
what we have now, for example, in the inscriptions of Almusnad seasons
were referred to as "Datha" , "Ghaydan" , "Sirbin" and "Kharr' . In spite

of the existence of the majo~ divisions of calendars, the researcher
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encountered some problems when she attempted to examine these
calendars. For example, Arabs did not use a constant fixed calendar to be
followed in determining their history in the inscriptions. The methods
used for stating dates were different in the Arabian Peninsula; for
example, stating dates by the number of years in which Kkings reigned,
Days of tribes' chiefs, and days of family dignitaries, etc .. This method
had resulted in the loss of historical sequence of the Arabs history in the
Arabian Peninsula before Islam. This method lasted for a certain period
of time until the Himiari calendars of the Arabs of the Southern Peninsula
appeared. It contributed in putting a good method for the historical
sequence for the era of Himiar kings . Historians differ about the starting
point of that calendar . Some of them mentioned the year 115 B . C and
others mentioned the year 109 B . C. Some adopted calendars appeared in
the north like the Saluki calendar which started in 312 B .C and also the
calendar named "Bosra™ calendar which started in (105 A .D) . As a result
of the absence of one method for setting dates or one calendar to be
adopted, researchers disagree with regard to having one flxed list for the
kings of the Arabian Kingdoms in the Arabian Peninsula, especially in
the Southern Kingdoms . In spite of these difficulties and disadvantages,
the methods used in flxing dates were the best reference in writing the
Arab history like "Ayam Al-Arab" - "Days of Arabs" -. These methods
are considered a mirror reflecting the Arab conditions and customs and
became a source of literature and poetry . This study also deals with some
days which the Arabs used for setting dates in the Arabian Peninsula
before Islam . Separate chapters are devoted to discuss events and days.
The purpose behind this is to identify battles and events which have been
named (Ayam-Al-Arab) Days of the Arabs) . The following events are
identified: the date of (Nar Swan - A'm Alsail (the year of flood - A'm

Al-Feel (the year of the elephant) and the other events. Using calendars
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has its effects on the following aspects : Observing the seasons of rain
helped in building dams to benefit from seasonal rain. The diversification
of crops and the continuity of the agricultural activities through the year
according to the four annual seasons. Naming some months with
reference to agriculture like the months of Algiath - Aldatha - Th krf - Th
srbin and others . Pastoral life benefitted from calendars . Time was a
concern for the shepherds who took it into consideration to move from
one place to the other according to seasons. In commerce and in
determining time which was obviously clear in the Holly Quran: "For the
accustomed security of Quraysh , for their accustomed security ( we
cause) the caravans to set forth in winter and summer -" . This was what
the people were used to for travel in winter to Yamen and in Summer to
(Al sham) as mentioned in Ibn Kathir in his interpretation of the Quran.
So we can say that the economic aspects represented by agriculture and
its activities ,commerce and its season were connected with time. This
proves the presence of a calendar adopted by The Arabs in The Arabian
Peninsula whatever it was or its method .

Concerning the religious aspects ; the influence of calendars was very
obvious in the following aspects : In the titles of the idols worshipped in
the Arabian Peninsula which were the sun, the moon and the stars. Those
idols were titled by names which approved their relation with time in all
their stages. The stars were named as (Alsharig) and Algharib (rise and
set) . And the names for the moon (Reean - Sahram Shahran) and the sun
was known by (That Sahrun - That Zahrun - That Boudan" . In the rituals
of worshipping which included "pilgrimage"”, hunting, (the Holly
Hunting) and " Festivals etc .. Pilgrimage has certain months in which to
be performed. These months could not be known by following the moon
which required ~bserving them . It become clear that pilgrimage in the
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as people worshipped idols and built temples which were the place to
perform pilgrimage in certain times in the year . "The holly hunting" was
practiced annually and in a certain time. Delaying it would put penalty on
the person committing that sin. So, it needed observation of the calendar
to know its times .The festivals were considered the closest religious
festivals connected with time . Linguistically, it was from "come-came”
"Eid" as it appeared in the inscriptions of "Almusnad” , different festivals
like "Eid Tarat" and the Annual sheep festival, slaughter festivals etc ...

The tithe (one tenth) which was to be taken and collected from the
harvest of the crops for those worshipped by them which used to take
place in certain times in the year , according to the harvest of the crops
which was an incentive to observe the calendar and the follow up of time
So, it becomes clear from what has been mentioned that calendars were
an important matter and of greater importance for nations, individuals and
groups. Calendars accompanied human beings from the moment of birth
till death . This study proved that Arabs in the Arabian Peninsula realized
the importance of time so , they familiarized themselves with it, observed
and controlled it . As they were concerned and concentrated in registering
the events which were considered as a date but not dating them .Finally, it
is clear that Arabs used calendars of different types: the stellar, the lunar
and the solar, in their works and when dealing with each other. Though

there was no calendar containing papers or a register as it is known today.



